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complexities of African state-building and presents policy references for African countries to
promote state-building by restoring political trust.
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Self-Cultivation, Virtue-Based Persuasion and Just War; How the Confucian Strate-
gic Culture Affects Foreign Decision-Making
PANG Ruizhi (123)

[ Abstract] The Confucian strategic culture exerted significant influence on foreign decision-
making in ancient China. A detailed examination of Confucian classics from the Pre—Qin pe-
riod reveals three key characteristics of this strand of strategic culture; the objective of set-
tling the foreigners, the prioritization of self-cultivation and virtue-based persuasion over mili-
tary force in achieving its goals, and the emphasis on prudence and justice in the use of
force. However, internal tensions existed within Confucian strategic culture. Over time, the
argument of “the King does not intend to rule all the Yi” emerged and eventually gained
prominence. Drawing on discussions of foreign policy recorded in texts from the Western
Han, Northern Song, and Ming Dynasties, this study evaluates the explanatory power of Con-
fucian strategic culture relative to the competing theories of dynastic cycle, Realpolitik, and
unipolar stability. The findings suggest that Confucian strategic culture had greater influence
on foreign decision-making discourse than the competing theories, with the exception of uni-
polar stability theory. Specifically, decision-making became more proactive when guided by
the argument of “settling the Yi”, whereas it was more restrained under the influence of the
argument of “the King does not rule the Yi”. Furthermore, self-cultivation and virtue-based
persuasion were consistently favored over military force in achieving strategic goals. Lastly,
while the principles of prudence and justice in the use of force were generally upheld, ten-
sions between the two principles—particularly when combined with the settling the foreigners
argument—occasionally led to the undermining of caution.
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