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quo states compete over emotions. It also explains how this competition impacts the emo-
tional order within international institutions. Countries with opposite political ends will com-
pete with each other through emotional expressions or challenges to their opponents’ emo-
tional expressions. Emotional order is maintained when the emotional expressions of member
states can help legitimize the existing institutional arrangements. This research takes note of
some emotions that are useful for maintaining the institution, which include pride and hope
for the institution as well as fear or anxiety about the problems that the institution intends to
deal with. Dissatisfied states may express their anger and disappointment towards an unfair
arrangement. They may also leverage fear and anxiety and reshape their meanings to chal-
lenge the effectiveness of an institution. Facing these challenges, status quo states do not
always act as defenders of those emotions that help legitimize the status quo. Their primary
goal is to mitigate the threats that dissatisfied states pose to their material interests, which
may sometimes lead them to resort to emotions that challenge the status quo. Case studies
involve the International Criminal Court and the global nuclear non-proliferation regime and
show that the contest over emotions can have a diverse impact on the emotional order in dif-
ferent institutions, and even in different periods for the same institution. This research can
demonstrate the value of considering emotions when doing research on international institu-
tions. It also sheds light on the impact that contests over emotions can have on the reform of
international institutions.

[ Key Words] the politics of emotion, international institution, the International Criminal
Court, nuclear non-proliferation regime, order

[ Author] Wang Lei, Assistant Professor at the School of Political Science & International

Relations, Tongji University.

The Burden of Good Reputation: Conflict Expectation and Remoderating Alliance
Reputation
Li Chong (96)

[ Abstract] States’ reputation within an alliance encompasses both direct and indirect repu-
tations. Direct reputation derives from states’ historical interactions with specific allies,
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while indirect reputation stems from interactions with third-party allies. Direct reputation re-
flects states’ reliability. The better a state’s direct reputation, the higher the probability of
fulfilling alliance commitments, thereby increasing the ally’s willingness to initiate conflicts.
Indirect reputation signals states’ preferences in resource allocation. The better a state’s in-
direct reputation, the more resources are likely to be allocated to third-party allies, thereby
decreasing the specific ally’s willingness to initiate conflicts. Both direct and indirect repu-
tations influence states’ risk of entrapment and abandonment through positive feedback
mechanisms, prompting states to actively manage their reputations by taking measures to re-
strain or assure allies. States with a better indirect reputation may maintain support for spe-
cific allies to reduce the risk of abandonment, while those with a better direct reputation
may limit specific allies’ use of force to reduce the risk of entrapment. Given that major
powers have greater freedom in resource allocation, the inhibitory effect of powers’ indirect
reputation on allies’ conflict propensity is relatively lower. States with a good indirect repu-
tation exhibit a higher degree of interest divergence with specific allies; thus, states posses-
sing both good direct and indirect reputations are more motivated to restrain allies. Based on
statistical tests of alliance reputation and conflict data from 1816 to 2001, as well as a case
study of the US-ROK alliance from 1961 to 1976, it is evident that states pursue an opti-
mal, rather than maximal level of alliance reputation. This finding explains the fluctuations
in states’ alliance reputations and the varying probability of allies initiating conflicts.

[ Key Words] reputation, alliance dilemma, international conflicts, US-ROK alliance,
alliance management

[ Author] Li Chong, Assistant Research Fellow at the Institute of World Economics and

Politics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

Weaponized Economic Interdependence and the Maintenance Strategy of US Domi-

FuQing (125)

[ Abstract] Weaponized economic interdependence has been an important issue of concern
for both academic and policy circles in recent years. Weaponized economic interdependence
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