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Governance Transformation and Sino-US Game Evolution
Zhao Yuanliang
Abstract: For survival and development, gaming between countries has always been the
international political normal. Great powers either rule or govern the globe. Though homogenous,
rule and governance all aim at maintaining the interests of survival and development of great
powers. Before the end of the Second World War, the games between major powers were mainly
Hobbesian which had been filled with wars and violence. Afterwards, western powers, headed by
the U.S., have continued innovating and designing means to rule the world, which include
legalizing and modelling the ways of governance, solidifying industrial stratification, capturing
external interests by the hegemony of dollar, promoting technological and talent flow, guiding
international regime transformation, and monopolizing strategic resources. The current trade
friction embodies the competitive status quo of Sino-US relations, and reflects the Lockean game
between China and the U.S. in terms of governance. Sino-US relations are generally within the

framework of the Lockean game, and it is unlikely that the two will slide into the Hobbesian



game.
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